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who would be paid? It was heirs’ property.

ohnnie Mae wanted to cut the

trees on her mother’s land...but

[See page 3 for full story]
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oﬁt heirs’ prtqpcrtym the
Lowcountryis land that was either
purchased by or deeded to African
Americans after emancipation. Much of
this land has been passed down through

Thif; unstable form of nw:terahu; puts
heirs’ property at high risk for loss
because any heir can sell his/her
percentage of ownership to another who
can force a sale of the entire property.
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the generations without th:bcncﬁt

of awill sothat the land isowned in
common byall of the heirs - whether
they live on the land; help pay the taxes,
or have never set foot on the land.

2016 Board Members and Officers
Alex Singleton, Chair

W. McLeod Rhodes, Fice-Chair
W. Kenneth Swing, Jr., Treasurer
Judge Tamara Curry

Molly Edwards, Esq.

Rev. Kardell Ferguson, Sr
Marvin Eugene "Gene™ Hundley
Sabrina L. W. Johnson, Esq.
Yvonne Knight-Carter

Bernett “Bernie” Mazyck
Everard “Rod” O. Rutledge, PhD.
Lucy Sanders, Esq.

Patrick R. Watts, Esq.

J Camden West, Esq

Mary M. Wrighten

1535 Sam Riteenberg Bivd, Suite D,
Charleston, 5C 29407

[843] 7457011 [phone]

[843] 7457054 [fax]
www.heirsproperty.org
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Thcre are two dimensions to
this bigger picture of the Center

— breadth and depth. The breadth
involves expansion. The depth
involves our impact.

Expansion has already begun in
response to the many calls we receive
from all over the state and in response
to the research we have completed to
determine how much heirs’ property

is left to protect statewide. We provide
our legal services across seven counties
[Beaufort, Berkeley, Charleston,
Colleton, Georgetown and Jasper], and
our sustainable forestry services now
include Hampton, Horry, Orangeburg
and Williamsburg counties.

The impact of our work has humbled
us all. We are not just protecting heirs’
property. We are notjust helping
families better manage their forested
acres for more income. We are,in fact,
helping families unlock the wealth-
building asset of landownership for
themselves and future generations.
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The Center’s combined work is
creating an economic engine for
rural landown ers, who have been
historically and systematically under
served and left out of economic
advancement for lack of knowledge
and access. T his economic engine has
started and it’s full speed ahead.

Believe it. Celebrate it.
Support it!

Staff

Jennie L. Btephens, Executive Director

Josh F. Walden, Esq., Director of Legal Bervices

Vince Keeler, Director of Forestry

A'Riel Tianna Brown, Legal Secretary

Rachel Carey, Forestry Event Coordinator/
Resource Development Assistant

Clifton Gillens, Forestry Assistant

Tish Lynn, Resource Development Coordinator
R. ]NE'P}' Murphy, 111, Farester

Steve Parte rson, Forester

D. Hope Watson, Staff Attorney
Jacqueline W, Wilson, Office Manager
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Clearmg Tltle Opens Economlc Doors

As executor of her mother’s estate,
Johnnie Mae knew that she had to
probate it but, after attending several
of the Center’s forestry education
workshops, she realized that there was
alot more legal work to do.

She wanted to cut the trees on

her mother’ land, but the lumber
company needed to know who owned
the land and to whom the money
would be paid.

Various family members had different
ideas about what they wanted to do with
the land. Center forester Joe Murphy
metwith them to explain their options.
Ultimately they decided to develop
aplan for long term, sustainable
management of their forest.

The Center’s Director of Legal
Services Josh Walden arranged

a “Family Presentation” —a
customized mediation and
information meeting to explain

the legal process of probating their
mother’s estate and to explore their
legal options regarding eventual
division of the land. Forester Murphy
also met with the family and provided

the forestry information they needed
to make the best decision about what
to do with their land.

Ultimately, the estate was completed
and Deeds of Distribution recorded,
adhering to a Private Settlement
Agreement reached by the family.

The heirs are nowin the process of
acquiring a partition survey on the
larger tract of land as well as exploring
their options to sell/manage timber.
Soon, each family member will be able
to decide what is best to do with their
piece of land.

“The Center was a great help to us

and took away the headache ifwe'd
gone another route,” Johnnie Mae
said. “Josh Walden and Joe Murphy
just made us all feel com fortable. Any
time I called to ask a question to better
understand something, they would
walk us through it. It's just beena
smooth journey.”

Remember — Al beirs bave the right fo
Sfull use and benefit of their family land.
If trees are cut, every beir bas the right to
receive fis [ber percentage of the profit.
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TIMBER THEFT
WHAT To0 DO?
If your timber has been stolen, dont wait to
report it! Call the SC Forestry Commission for

help at (643) 696-8840. For more timber theft
infarmation, go to: wwwitrees.sc.gov/lehitm

Beware If

- Someone you don’t kmow wants te
cut your trees.

» Someone tries to pressure you into a
quick sale.

- Someone says that yen have pine

beetles and you need to cut your
trees right away.

« Someone makes yon an offer to cut
your trees and you den't know what
yeur trees are worth. Contact the 5C
Forestry Commission for advice and
guidance.

BEST EDVICE -
WORK WITH E PROFESSIONAL FORESTER

...and don't sign amything

you don’t mderstand!
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THANK YOU! New Annual Gift Match - $5,000 In Memory of Robin C. Duke

The falloreing donors made gifes ro che Conter between September 1, vo1y — Augusr 3n, 2016 Jfwe bave left anyone our, please lotus knote and a wept our siscere apologies.

Tndividnal

Karen Abrams

Kate Bullard Adams
Dana Adkms

Herbert Alston

Jane Benson

Black Family Land Trust
Juége Solomon Blate, Jr.
Stephen Blevins
Sharon Bowers

Willie J. Briet

Edward M. Brown
Melisza F. Brown
Morm an Brunswig
Cheryl Carmack
Martha Crafr-Essig
Judge Tamara Curry
AL Btan Davis

James Davis

Rev. Robin Dease
Armand Derfner

P. Michacl Duffy
Molly Edwards
Fielding Home for Funerals
Erncst A. Finney, IT1
Delores Frierson
Azran Garvin
Raymond Garvin
Stephen Gates
Richard Habersham
Myrtle Hart

Marjan Heyward
Jenny Horne

Lanra Huggins
Thomas L. Hughston
Rachel Hutchinson
Ortis Allen Jeffooar, TTT
Wilbur E. Johnsan
Barbara Ann Kelly
Incentles Lemon
Alissa Lictrow
Beverly Mayo-Layne
Bernie Mazyck

David P. McCann
Ralph C. McCullough
Alan MoGregor
Grorgette McKenzic
McMair Law Firm
Bishop Andrew Mole
Dieborah Moseley
Matthew Nall

O Neill & Fair, Atrys at Law
Celeste Patrick
Calvin Pinckney
Marjorie Rath
Laucy C. Sanders
Michacl Scardaro
Raobert Schofield, IT1

Jeanetre Singletan

David & Paula Skinner
Phil & Starr Snead
Verncatha 8 pell-Profit
Harold Stowe

Kenneth W, Swing, Jr
Heather Templeton
Hope Watson

Watts Law Firm, PA
Cam & Whitney West
Lucille Whipper
Marictta Worthy

Rozedl Wright

Mary Wrighten

Dorothy Young

1085 A wmiversary
Center Angels

Roy 8 Amanda Maybank
Joan C. Pittman Fund of CCF
In Memory of Robin C. Dike
Kate Bullard Adams
Dana & Virginia Beach
Elizabeth Bradham
Jacqueline Cooney
Ann W, Dibble

Wendy Dopp

FPato Duwrkin

Paula Feldman

Julia A, Forster

Randal & Kitty Robimson
Larry & Judy Tarleton
Wancy Walker

Tyler Watson

T Hlaaor of Tish Lyswn
Kate Bullard Adams
Jock & Jennet Alterman

T Howor ﬁa&mﬂ Hfm'rj.l
Martha Craft-Essig
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City af Charleston
South Carolina NRCS
78 Dept of Agriculture
[USDA]-NRCS
USDA Forest Service
U'SDA Rural Development
USDA 8C Farm Service
Agency
Fﬂrmd!'ﬂﬁm,n"ﬂlu'pmﬁﬂn
Benwood Foundation
Coastal Commnmumity Foundation
Beanfort Fund
Julia and Lee Mcleod
Endowment
Lothmann Family Fund
Ceres Foundation
Charleston County Bar
Association
Edward W, Hazen
Foundation
Frances P. Bunnelle
Foundation
Gaylord & Darothy
Donnelley Foundation
Mary Reynolds Baboock
Foundation
Post & Cowrier Foundation
SC Bar Foundation
8C Forestry Foundation
U5, Endowment for Forestry
& Communitics
Wells Fargo Foundation

CCF -
Lowcountry “Gioing Day™
Fith the 87,500 incow five

grasiifrom e Framees T
Bunmelle Fowndanon [FPR]

rhe Center ratsed Sro.p60.
Thens, FPR awparded the
Center an addirional 81,000
Becasze 100% gfowr board gave
Sro0 or more! THANK TOU Y

Brady & Betty Anderson

Svzan A, Bass

Suszan B. Berkowits

LaJuanda& Annie Brown

Jannette Celestine

Sam Cook

Craft-Fasig 8 Associates

Lloyd & Willa Ficlds

Lawrence Ford

Richard Habersham

Mary E. 8. Hanahan

Jeownette Heyward-Adkinson

Lands End Woodland, Inc.

Law Office of Laura W
Moore, LLC

Incentlee Lemon

Johnnie Mae Lester

Tish Lynn

William & Barbara
Middleton

Sybil Mitchell

Alan El:]umnc Moses

A, Bert Pruite, Jr.

Irene S, Rhodan

W. McLeod Rhodes

Bovkin & Margot Rose

Roy & Amanda Mayhank
Charitable Foundagon

Alexander and Foe Sanders

Werneatha Spell-Profit

Jennie L. Stephens

Marilyn Mitchell Varner

David & Sharon Ward

West Law Firm

Benjamin & Jaoqueline
Wilson

William & Mary Wrighten

Slarn fland Sponsors

The “Unigue L owconmiry

Feast” on Nov. 7th[1015)

wear enporyed by all thanks o

GRRT FERETONS Basts:

Dr. Harold Rbod e TTT,

Keith “Perry” Waring and

Ricky Browm.

Brady and Betty Anderson

Asoue’s Auto Body & Paint
Shaop, Inc.

Mancy Bloodgood

Broadaxe Branch Partners

Rehecca Camphell

C pastal Community
Foundation

Doug Collier & Rachel
Young

Sam Coaok

Steven Dopp

Willie Frazier, Jr

Genovwerde Bioscienoes

Lowcountry Superior
Properties

Charles 8 Bradford Marshall

Mills Bee Lane Foundation

Everard O. Rutledge

South Stare Bank

Gloria Bromell Tinuho

W. McLeod Rhodes Co., Inc.

Weyrhacuser

Giting ismardde cagy online at waavbeinpropertyorgor by sending us yowr gif du the doration envelope ¢nclosed. Please include youre-matl addres on the ewvelope
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IMPACT

The Cénter’s combined legal and forestry work has started an economic and land
conservation engine that is creating inter-generational wealth among historically under-
served landowners through land retention and land management and production.
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LAND PROTECTION [1005 - TODAY] - The Centerhas  LAND UTILIZATION [1013 - TODAY] - The Center has

prevented the growth of and protected heirs’ property. promoted sustainable land use through the delivery of forestry
* 1,734 families have received legal Advice and Counsel education, technical and financial assistance.
- 414 clients have reccived direct legalservicestocleartitle  * 04 families have developed forest management plans [FMPs]
« 639 simple Wills have been drafted at free, community 23 have realized $1,319,598 from timber sales

Wills Clinics * Bg families have received a total of $879,294.in NRCS
- 157 titles have been cleared on familyland withatotaltay-  E-QLP[Environmental Quality Incentive program ] financial

assessed value of $8.3 million assistance to help pay for work done on their land according

to their FMPs

Ba/wa 7 Ca‘é@w &, Jjjeﬁf &,

Make your gift today!
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The way forward
is through

the truth

There were many inspirational
speakers at the inangural “S.C. Rural
and Limited Resource Landowners
Symposium” hosted by the Center

and USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service on June21-22nd
on the campus of Voorhees College, but
one stood out.

Joe Hamilton, District 12“Tree
Farmer of the Year”, and a Woodland
Community Advocate for the Center,
spoke plainly about the challenge of
bringing the Center’s message to his
community.

He spoke about the fear and suspicion
within the African American
community thatstill hold people back.
He called it the “crab mentality” which
caused a lot of heads in the audience to
nod. He believes that the truth of the
past has to be faced, talked about and
put to rest in order to move forward.

HEavere taken advantage of somany

times. We are naturally defensive and
distrustfil - even within our own families.

#
L l‘ et -

leave in the dark and be the first one
there and watt to the side...and wail...
and wail..into the beat of the day while
the qobite farmers were served before
him. He bowed bis bead, not looking into
people’s eyes. I was ashamed and asked
my mother why be bebaved like that and
she said — “Don’t you knoww that your
daddy is doing what be bas to do to livel”

Today, I am a retived civil service
emplayee with prior military
commitment in excess of 4.0 years, and
mare I bave a wwhole metw timber business
thanks to the Center’s forestry program.
Ifmy dad returned bere now be wonld
say — “Surely you can’t bave this. Surely
you can't oten this. Surely you can't retive

Welcome Vince Keeler, our new
Director of Forestry! A native

/

My great grandfatber was a slave who at 6o and be OK.” of Coffeeville, Mississippi and
putan b piece qf.na.per to get bis Joe is proud of what he’s done, and graduate of Tuskegee University,
first piece of land —139.5 acresand, By Yefises tobe trapped by the pain Vince has w-::{rlmd forthe US
the grace of God, it wasn'’t taken atway and anger of the past. He is moving F?rest Service for 15 years.
Srom him. forward making the land his great To find out more about Vince go
I remember, as a boy, my father going grandfather and father passed down — to our website at

to the cotton gin with bis barvest to be work for him and bringing the Center’s www.heirsproperty.com
cleaned, weighed and fo get paid. He'd message to anyone who will listen. \\
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2017 *Commitment to Justice” Will Honor
Rev. McKinley Washington, Jr.

On Thursday, March g, 2017, the Centerwill
honor Rew. McKinley Washington, Jr. with
its “Commitment to Justice” Award at the
Francis Marion Hotel [387 King 5t.] from
$:30PM -B:00P M.

Reverend Washingron grew op the son ofa
sharecropper in Sumter County to become
the beloved pastor ofthe Edisto Presbyterian

in the SC Senate, when the words “hot seat™
really meantsomething. There is so much
maore, birtyon mustcome to the "Commitmentto
Justice” reception to hearit!

Please join us to honor Rew. Washington and
support the Center by becoming a sponsor.
Contact Tish Lynn at: [B4zl745-7077

: . 2017 Early Sponsor Leadership
Chusch for so years, while helping to lead the
struggle for Civiland Human Rights inhis $5,000
community and across the state. Charleston County Bar Association
$1000

He helped start the Sea Island Comprehensive
Health Care Corporation, amd the NAACP's
first Edisto Branch in 1967, Healso served for

Charlie Way and The Beach Company
Sonth State Bank

16 yearsin the SC Legistature and 1o years The Bank of South Carolina
Heartfele thankstothe 2016 Host  Sponsors- $1,000 South State Bank Rosen, Rosen & Hagood L1.C
Committe s, sponsors, program Asoue’s Auto Body & Paint Shop, Inc.  The Bank of South Carolina Andiew | Savage, I
participants, and puests formaking  Barmwell WhaleyPatersonée Helms,11c ~ The Beach Company SC Community Loan Fund
the 2016 “Committment to Berkeley County Bar Association Edward J. Westhrook Son & Corky PA
Justice™ evening so special for The  Diwon Hughes Goodman, LLFP Womble Carlyle Sandnidge & Rice, LIF  Sowell Gray Stepp & Lafficte, LIC
: & LG LawFirm, L1.C
Honorable Jean H. Toal. E:f’ MHMI Samportsrs- $505 The Bleecker Law rm,ulc
2016 Host Commiteee Fm:: M‘“,mm Adams and Reese, LLP VaboronhApgingte,
Chitet] BT, s, Hei E?ﬂpfﬁmﬂm sy fufonnnino
William C. Cleveland, TTT, Esq. e ?ﬁngﬂum College of Charkeston Dana Adkins
M. Elizabeth Crum, Esq. e Craft Fssigc Asociares, LLC P.Geargeand Jane Benson
PR Law Offices of F. Renee Gaters, LLC =~ . ad T a Nancy Bloodgood
g e Hellman Yates & Tisdale, PA Doschester County BarAsocation Bluestein, Nichols, Thompson &
Faith Rivers James, Fsq. Marvin Fugene Hundley Driscoll Sheedy PA. Delgado, LLC
W‘“”;i?’m s Justin ?‘;ﬂﬂfmlﬂws EA. Anne 5. ElleBon 1 Sidney Boone, Jr.
juiFm ichols, Esq. MfNa.u'.w m, BA. Fhiine Rowd Becadiee Rl Pastcnrs
Alice F. Paylor, Esq. Motley Rice, LLC Sl rake ety s S
W. Kenneth Swing, Jr. Picrce, Herns, Sloan & Wilson, LLC H h Sickler Bovd, PA. Margaret D. Pibri
Bradish |. Waring, Fsq. P’“‘“["i““;_m’* EA. Godncy Howe, IIT Re. Kardell Ferguson, S¢.
T S e LatwOffcof A C. MeFarland Homses Nevman & Besle, LLC
Charleston County Bar Association  poy o pon oo 4 Linda G. Ketaer Sabrina L. W. Johnsan, Fsq.
Bobin C Duke e F CCR Law Offices ofJack B, Swerling Deborah Ketchen Lawrence
AaireneiRase ST Tish Lynn Incentlee B. Lemon, PhD. and
Fwvent Sponsors - §1.500 Richland County Bar Association S Mendelsohn :
Judgr Joscph Family
S LIt SNene it Mooret Van Allen Harriet McDougil
Young Clement Rivers, LLP BCl'_;gaISrrms Belson Mullins Riley 8 Scarborough, Palmer Law Firm, LLC
Pettiony ke S LLPand Sue Eawin Harper Fthel and E.O."Rod” Rutledge
Smith Moore Leatherwood, LLF GregPadgetr W. Kenneth Swing, Jr
SRR S TR FE T o 'g;:ﬁ'lﬁ:mm‘mm ....... Er— vy TR TyEITETY
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CENTER FOR HEIRS' PROPERTY PRESERVATION

1535 Sam Rittenberg Blvd.,Suite D
Charleston, SC 28407

phone (843) T45-T055
toll free (B66)651-2616
www.heirsproperty.org
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Phore by: Ferry Halmon | The Advertizer- Herald

HURRAH! TO THE 2016 “WOODLAND
COMMUNITY
ADVOCATE"GRADUATES

EDUCATE — ADVOCATE — INSPIRE

“Advocacy is talking about what is and torming it
intowhat should be!” said keynote speaker, Ma.
J Latrice Hill, Assistant Deputy Administrator
of Field Operations USDA Farm Service
Azency tothe 20 new Woodland Community
Advocates at their graduation on Sept. 17th,

“Tio be suceessful, you must always goouton 2
limb, persevere, be positive, and have mental
strength.” A-mento that!
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THANKYOU

U'SDA Natnral Resources Conservation
Service and Voorhees College

The Inavgural “Sonth Carolina Ruml &
Limited Resource Landowner Symposinm™
brought 160 landowners, partners and
funders together onthe campus of
Voorhees College to leam about how to
protect and manage the asset of their land.
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