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erome and his sister wanted to share
the land they inherited from their
father with their “raised” sibling...even though

she’s not an heir.

[See page 3 for full story]
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WHAT IS HEIRY PROPERTY?
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mgst heirs’ property in the
Lowcountry is land that was either
purchased by or deeded to African
Americans after emancipation. Much of

thisland hasbeen passed down through

~“MATTERS

This unstable form of owmership puts
heirs' property at high risk for loss
becanse anmy heir can sell his/her
percentage of ownership to another who
can force a sale of the entire property.

the generations without the benefitofa
will so that the land is owned in common
by all of the heirs, regardless of whether
theylive on the land; pay the taxes or
have ever set foot on the land.

2015 Board Members and Officers
W. McLeod Rhodes, Co- Chair

Alex Singleton, Co-Chair

Dana Adkins, Esq., Immediate Past-Chair
Wancy Bloodgood, Esq,, Treasurer
Judge Tamara Curry

Rev. Kardell Ferguson, Sr.

Yvonne Knight-Carter

Bernett “Bernie” Mazyck

Everard “Rod” O. Rutledge, PhD.
W. Kenneth Swing, Jr.

Patrick R. Watts, Esq.

Mary M. Wrighten

Staff

Jennie L. Stephens, Execative Director
Josh F. Walden, Supervising Attorney
Sam Cook, Director of Forestry

A. Tianna Brown, Legal Secretary

R Note From Jennie

Tonya Feigt, Paralegal _
Clifton Gillens, Forestry Assistant T
Tish Lynn, Resource Development ., h¢ vision for the Center is that
Coordinator we will be the trusted source on heirs’
R. Joseph Murphy, ITI, Forester property related issues and will serve as
D. Hope Watson, Staff Attorney a model for working with historically
Jacqueline W, Wilson, Administrative underserved landowners to protect
S their land and facilitate their access to
= i : el the resources needed to maximize the
RLSM R.lttﬂﬂbﬂrg Bh"d., Suite D, economic benefit of its Pl'ﬂ'ﬁﬁnfﬂtiﬂﬂ
leston, SC 19407 and use.
[B43]745-7055 [phone] With this vision leading us, the Center
[843] 7457074 [fax] has matured into the organization
1[866] 657-2676 [toll free] the community leaders and planning
www.heirsproperty.org
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The Conterfor Heirs" Property Presroation Staff

committee envisioned in 2001.
Families are being empowered to
resolve their title issues and prepared to
leave legacies for generations to come.

These individuals’ fore-parents always
wanted the homestead to be a place

to which all of the relatives could
return. One generation plants the
scedlingand the next generation will
harvest it and replant for generations
to come—a legacy, a history, and a
promise fulfilled.
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Who is an heir
and who is not?

« When there i no will, the heirs are
determined by the applicable law at
the time of the interest holder’s death,
whether or not that person was the
original landewmer or not.

« B leqully adopted chil &5 an heir with a

child..

The question of a “raised”

final adeption decree (court order) as proot.

» “Raised” — but not adopted — children
are not heirs, accerding to 5C law, and
cannet legally share in the estate of a
person who dies withoat a will.

» Children born out of wedlock (sometimes
called “outside” children) can be legal
heirs and may inherit from a mother or

Thc question of the rights of
“raised” children as heirs to inherit
property within families comes up
fairly often. The law is quite clear. A
non-biological child, who has been
raised within a family, but not legally
adopted, is not an heir.

As the Center’s Supervising Attorney
has often said, “Heirs are determined
by the law — not by popularity” That
is the law, but as far as Jerome and his
sister, Martha, were concerned, Carrie,
their much younger, “raised” sister,
deserved to own part of their father’s
estate just like them.

“He was the only father she ever knew
and she was grate ful for him,” said
Jerome. In the lastyears of their

TR TR T

father’s life, Carrie took him into her
own home and cared for him. “That’s
when I knew that she was goingto
have to be part of it,” said Jerome.
“And my sister agreed to that.,”
Jerome knew that he needed to change
over the deed to the land from his
father's name, but it was a friend at
the town of Blufffon'’s water and sewer
department who told him to call the
Center for help. Luckily, the re was still
time to probate the estate, within the
ten years required by law.
With funds granted by The Beaufort
Fund of Coastal Community
Foundation for direct legal services
and associated legal costs [feesto
opena probate, recording fees, etc.],
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a father who died withont a will.

the estate was probated in Beanfort
County.

When Jerome grewup in Bluffton, it
was nothing but country. He’s painfully
aware of how much land has been lost
in that area.“The land’s been eaten
up!” So, he appreciates even more what
Center Attorney Josh Walden did for
him. “Like he said it was goingtobe, it
came out just like that.”

With the estate scttled, Jerome and
his sister can now transfer an interest
in the property to Carrie, who looks
forward to living on it with her son.
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RURAL MATTERS:
Fulfillment;of a Legacy: The Power of Pfductive Land

promilse Kepl...

Rural America
1s where the
solutions are

L-, g

Whether your land was a gift from an ancestor or land and generationally poor. The Center’s Sustainable

you purchased, it is not enoughjust to hold on to it. Forestry 1s changing that.

You must know what it’s worth and how to make it “Trees not only regulate climate and water flow, they

work for you. are the economic vibrancy of rural com munities,” said

What does that mean? It means letting go of what Carlton Owens, president of the U.S. Endowment of
“working the land” used to mean and learning about Forestry and Communities, who hopes to see — “more

215t century farming. It means growing trees in a state people of color active in forestry and understanding

where timber is an $18.6 billion industry. Money trees’ importance for the next generation.”

may not grow on trees but “trees do pay,” said Gene ore ol W it e ol

Kodama, State Forestry Commaissioner. AR e %"'P"#‘;f%

It means learning all that you can about your land and
how it can build wealth for your families. It means
coming together and developing long term goals that
overcome short term differences.

“Historic land loss disrupted our community and our
culture and affected our health,” said Center partner,
Ebonie Alexander of the Black Family Land Trust.

“We can’t afford to lose another blade of grass, let
alone an acre.”

Speaking at the National Rural Assembly, USDA
Secretary Tom Vilsak said - “Rural America is where
the solutions are.” Solutions to food production,
clean air, water and energy options. Rural America is
also where people have been historically under-served
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THANK YOU! U.S. Endowment for Forestry and
Communities, Inc. for funding the Center’s land
retention and forestry program for three more years.
Its impact can be heard in the voices of those who
now KNOW the value of what they have...

Alex Goodwise and the cotes thar par bis children through collage.
Nerqwr be's growing maore frees.

SFP “Woadland Cam:guﬂwrﬂe;”fmﬁhimm d.uiﬂ’:,{mu Gﬂ'.u

W bave wealth that we didn’t know we bad.
Now is not the time to disagree and argue. Now is the time to work together.
Reunions are not fust a time to boop and boller. It’s a time to educate.
1t ismy bope that we not only keep our land but start to buy more.

'm bappy fo finally do something more with my land-ofber than pay taxes.
Euery fime a baby is born. Every time someone dies. Every time someone gets married
or divorced beirs’ property gets more complicated.

W hat I bave learned I am passing on, because | want athers to share in the wealth
Land and learning equal wealth.
D't leave the re-growth of trees to God alome!
I'maynot live to see all that is done on the land, but it’s nice to think that 'l be
remembered for what 1 tried to do on my family land.
ASK before you AXE!
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roth Anniversary ANGELS, Annual Campaign Donors and Dedicated Funders!

THANK YOU!

YOURGENEROSITY enables the Center to continue to help families honor theirlegacy of family land and nse it to transform theirlives and
those ofthe next generation. T he following donors made gifts to the Center between September 1, 2014 — August 31, 2015
: Ifwe bave lgft anyone ous, please fot us know and accept our sincere apologies

Tndividnal

Burney L. Adams
Kate Bullard Adams
Dana Adkins

i
ulie Armatrong
garet Blackmer
Myles Bland
Mancy Bloodgood
Catherine E. Boags
Catherine Braxton
g:ms & Yvonne Broaddus
imrese B. Brockington
Edward M, Brown
Leonard Brown
Mary Frances Brown
Sarah Lee Burnell
Rebecea Camphell
College of Charleston
Ahigail Collinsworth
Steve & Nancy Cregg
Ruth Williams Cupp
Leon Daniels
Armmand Derfner
Snsan K. Dunn
Carol DuPree
Margaret D. Fabai
Donald Fowler
.M. Friar
loris Frierson
Hilda D. Gadsden
gn D, Geathers
nadette R. Hampton
Christine W, Ham pton
Suquita Hedgewood
Linda Howard
Richard A. Hricik
Oreis Allen Teffeoat, IT1
Richard T. Jerne
Wilbur E. Johnson
Walton A. Jones
Sandra D, in:wa
Lawrence Keitt
Linda Ketner
Charles G. Lane

PatriciaP. Lee
David J. Mack, ITI
David B McCann
Cynthia McCottry-Smith
Georgette C. McKenzie
ody L. MeMahon
}Lu.{g:]meph 5. Mendelsohn
Fric Meyer
Charles & Janie
Middleton
Rev. Dr. Dave A and Mrs.
Daisy Mirchell, ITI
Bishop Andrew Mole, Sr.
Joanne B. Moses
Anthony O™Neill
D, Ashley Pennington
Bernard & Lorraine Powers
Whitney Powers
Marjorie Rath
Renaissance Charitable
Foundation
Everard & Frhel Rutledge
Zoe 8 Alex M. Sanders
FElizabeth A. Santagati
Michael A. Scardato
ulian Lee Scott
uther W. Seabrook
Ronald & Vermelle
Simmons
Veronica G. Small
Starr W. Snead
Verneatha Spell-Profit
Heather Templeton
Najmah Thomas
Marilyn Mitchell Vamer
Chandra F. Vick
Charles 5. Way, Jr
ohn T. Wiggins
erett Wilcox & Jan
FPomerantz i
Gloria Gantt Wilford
Gwendolyn R. Willizms
Annie 5. Williams

acqune line Wilson
Mary Wrighten

(rovermment
CityofCharleston
US Dept. Agriculture
-Farm Service
-Farest Service
-Matural Resources
Conservation Service
USDA Office of the
Assistant Secretary of
Civil Rights
Fomd'ﬂﬁmf&u'pﬂmﬁaﬂf
Firm
Ceres Foundation
Charlotre Schonlof Law
Coastal Commumnity
Foundation
-Beaufort Fund
Open Grants
-Social Venture Partners
SC Fund
Sharon and David Ward
Family Fund
Design from Dixie
Frances P. Bunnelle
Foundation
Gaylond and Dorathy
Domnelley Foundation
Mary Reynolds Babcock
Foundation
May & Stanley Smith
Charitable Trost
Post and Courier
Foundation
SC Bar Foundation
SC Farestry Foundation
Spaulding Paclozzi
Foundation
Sustaimable Forestry
Initiative
The Joanna Foundation
.S Endowment for
Forestry & Communities
Wells Fargo

CCF- Lowauniry “Giving
ﬂq'"fn&uﬂm}.‘ﬂaw:
+ 510,000 incentive
grant from the Frances P
Emrna’l{Famd_'dﬂm
Anonymous
Karen Abrams
Kate Adams
Dana Adkins
Nathaniel A. Barber
Laura Beck
Margaret Blackmer
Lillie Brown
Rosalyn Browne
Waney Cave
Kay & Charles Chitty
Anne and Will Cleveland

acqueline Cooney
Martha Craft-Essig
Tamara Curry
Jason Darby
A. Stan Davis

ennifer Davis

bin Dease

Deanna Demory
Ashley Demosthenes
Wendy & Steve Dopp
Eric Doss
Mollie Fair
Mary Edna
Willie Frazier
Conchatta Gregory
Richarnd Habersham
Richard Hendry
Marvin Hundley
Faith Rivers Jafhes
Howard Kramer
Amanda Lawrence
Anne Lee
Incentlee Lemon
Iralevy
Tish Lynn
Michelle Mapp
Harriet McDougal
Madeleine McGee

James Alan McGregor
Lisa Meares
John Miller
George Mornson
Margnerite Moumnt
Margaret Mullis
Renee Murrmay
Ruby Murmy
Weesie Newton
Muriel 0" Thel
Whitney Pawers
Marjorie Rath
Thomas Richardson
Alan Roussean
Wendy Routh
Michele J. Sager
Susan Sanders
Kate Schaefer
Alex Singleton
eanette P Singleton
iffany Spann-Wilder
James & Mary Sulton
MNancy Vinson
éash Walden
usan Walker
Shareon and David Ward
Robin Wheeler
David White
John T. Wiggins

Siann Tolamd Sponsors

Platinnm

W. Frazier Constmction

Silver

Mills Bee Lane
Foundation

SC USDA WRCS

Bronze

AgSouth Farm Credit

Anne RhodesLee

W. Mcleod Rhodes, Ca, Inc.

SC Forestry Foundation

Weyerhaeuser

Brass

Naney Bloodgood

Givingis made casy online at: wuwherspropertyargor by sending us your giff i the donation envelope enclosed. Please include your e-mail address on the envelope.
10th Anniversary ANGELS

« Judith Haskell Brewer Fund of TCF « Julia & Lee McLeod Endowmentof CCF +The Duke Endowment in honor of
serving Richmond & Central VA « Julie S. Muckenfuss Family Fund _ Bernett Mazyck
» Sam Cook » Anne Rhodes Lee * Robert Schofield, I11
» Robin C.Duke » Lothman Family Fund of CCF - Mary AC Ingram Charitable Lead Unitrust
» James & Rachel Hutchisson » Dr. Celeste Patrick inhonorof W. Kenneth Swing, Jr.
«Jermie L. Stephens
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Supreme thanks to the
generous 2015 Host
Committee, Sponsorsand
guests. You filled the room with
love and admiration fora most

deserving Lucille 5. Whipper.

w015 Host Committee

Dy, P. George Benson

George E Counts

F.Renee Gaters

Dy Barbara D Dilligard

D, Patricia Williams Lessane

Judge Danicl E. and Mrs. Ruby M.
Martin, Sr.

Phil Naohle

Dir.and Mrs. Kenneth [ Priscilla]
Robinson

Rev and Mrs. McKinley[ Beulah]

Washington, Jr

Presenting Sponsors - o000

Charleston County Bar Association

Robin C. Duke

International Paper

Bvent Sponsors - $1.500

MWV

Rhodes Forests, LLC

Young Clement Rivers, LLF
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On Thursday, March 31,
2016, the Centerwill honor
Chief Justice Jean H. Toal
at its “Commitment to
Justice” Award Reception
at the Francis Marion
Hotel [ 384 King 5t.] from
i70-8:00P M.

Described as a “doer,

[ }"a ice Jean H.
Representatives, the first
womanand first Roman
Catholic tosit on the State
Supreme Court [1988-
2000] and then to serve as
Chief Justice [ 1000-2015].

20186 Host Committee

Charles J. Baker, I1I
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E ar!}r Sponsor Leadership

$.000

Charleston Caunt}' Bar
Association

S1.500

Young Clement Rivers, LLP

$1000

Duffy & Young, LI.C

Justin (" Toole Lucey, EA.

Womble Cardyle Sandridge &

: M. Elizabeth Crum Rice, LLP
dreamer and driver,” Toal Antie S, Ellefeon Sﬂ.m )
became the first woman Faith R: Elzine Fowler
aith Rivers James A
partner at Belser, Baker, : J Nf;““rbi{'ﬂh“g Riley &
: ; y scarborongh
Barwick, Ravenel, Toaland Wilbur E- Johneon Sue Frwi I_LIH’E
hn 8. Nichols G i g
Bender, the first womanto  JohnS. Foin us and become a sporsor.
chair astandingcommittee  Alice F. Paylor Comtact Tish Lynn at:
of'the SC House of Bradish Waring [Bagl745-7057
Sponsors - §1,000 The Bank of 5C Supporters 250
Horery Insttute for Afro-American The College of Charleston Avery Mancy Bloodgood
Historyand Culture Rescarch Center J: Sidney Boone, Jr.
Dr.and M. P. George Bensan W, Frazicr Construction PBroadase Branch Parmers, LLC/
Berkeley County Bar Association W, M. Smith-McNeal Funeral Home Yvonn e Knight-Carter and Eleanor
Chﬂltitﬂl‘l. [EC] Chaptc: of The SC'I:h. and Ca.r:i.c meP“ C.B!‘ﬂ“:ﬂ
B E:.r]?"ha.:‘ﬂ. o Whipper Law Firm Kay K. Chiety
Ir. illigard Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, Counts & Huger, LLC
Diwon Hughes Goodman, LLFP LLP Deborah Deas MD, MPH
Richard E. Ficlds Charitable and Fielding Home for Funerals
FEducation Fund of Coastal Supporters - §ro0 Fluine H. Fowle
Community Foundation Ascue's Auto Body& Paint Shop, T ; S 4o
Francis Marion Horel isabeth Golbest Buiach ind Chags W, = ooy G- Eariooa.
Friends of Jim Clyburn Pusch, TIT Kinley and Arthur Jamison
Jonathan Green Craft-Essig & Associates, LLC Drﬁl:inmmr-hmﬂdlohn
Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd, PA. CresCom Bank Dr. Patricia W, Lessane
Henitage Trust Pederal Credit Union Fduardo and Tamara Curry B:; 4 Mm' L
Gedney M. Howe, TTT Dorchester County Bar Association it Jame : s
Love Family Foundation
ke Rcaics DT Ralh C. McCullough, IT
Law Officesof F. Renee Gaters, LLC Hellman Yates & Tisdale, PA s Sk F
Justin O Toaole Lucey, PA. Tish Lynn David Rivers
Judge Danicl E. and Mrs. Buby N, Harrict E. McDougal bttt
Martin, Sr. Greg Padgert -
Pratt-Thomas Walker, PA. Dr. Harold M. Rhodes, T and W.Kenneth Swing, )z
D, and Mr=. Kenneth [ Priscilla] Sshune M. Rhodes John and Sandy Tecklenburg
Bobinson SC Community Loan Fund The Space Company
Susan and Robert M. Roscn SallyWehh «  Bevand Mrs. McKinley Washington, Jr
8C Liegal Services Dr. Boyd Wrightand Brenda Wates Law Firm, PA
South State Bank Lauderback Charles & Way
Steinberg Law Firm, LLP Chad Yonce, CCITM, CPM — Frna& Bill Womble, Jr
TD Bank Commercial Real Estate William and Mary Wrighten
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Last spring, the USDA/Office of the Assistant Secretary of Civil Rights funded the Center to share its work with
leaders in Georgia, Arkansas, Virginia and Mississippi to encourage similar efforts. The turnout and response
was strong in every state and the need for heirs’ property and land utilization services are undeniable.
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Arkassas arwork ar the Clisron School of Public Service

The Fackson, Mississippd confingent
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